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The editorial board of Nonlinear Dynamics, Psychology, and Life Science (NDPLS) as well as its 
sponsoring organization, the Society for Chaos Theory in Psychology and Life Sciences (SCTPLS), 
supports the dissemination of scientific research results and relevant theoretical principles.  At the same 
time, the intellectual property of NDPLS, its authors, and its subscribers must be protected.  The 
following policy guidelines are intended to establish fair-use practices for electronic resources copyrighted 
by SCTPLS that may be used by authors and other interested parties in maintaining protections against 
unfair or illegal distributions of copyrighted materials, while still allowing for the most efficient 
dissemination possible of information contained within those materials.   

Neither authors nor those in possession of NDPLS content, including but not limited to complete or partial 
versions of published articles therein, may post a copy of final manuscript content either as a word 
processing, PDF, or other type file, on their Web site or their employer's server after it is accepted for 
publication.  Such postings represent free and uncontrolled access to copyrighted journal content, and 
will be considered violations of legal transfer of copyright made by author(s) at the time of original 
publication.   

Instead, it is permissible to post links to original journal content which may be acquired by others 
following relevant per article or subscription fees from the publishers of NDPLS, either through web or 
other legitimate means of transfer (i.e., posting a link to the journal’s web-site is permissible). 

Authors or legitimate consumers (those who have purchased content directly from NDPLS through 
subscription or single article options) may share articles in full or part on a case-by-case basis (non-
automated or free to public downloads) so long as such exchanges are clearly for the purpose of 
furthering non-profit research or educational objectives.  All other forms of distribution require permission 
of SCTPLS, and fees for re-publication could be required. Unauthorized distributions will be considered to 
be violations of copyright, and will be subject to applicable legal penalties, whether criminal or civil.  The 
following examples are intended to provide a non-exhaustive set of electronic or print sharing situations 
that are most likely to be encountered by authors or consumers of NDPLS content: 

 Distributions to students: 

Permitted use: Providing an article to students registered for a specific course in an accredited 
university as a supplement to course content 

Not permitted: Providing an article to students not registered in a course covering relevant 
content (and not covered by legitimate purposes described above such as collaborative research 
or institutional subscription). 

Distributions to fellow researchers and colleagues: 



Permitted use: Providing an article to research collaborators, whether in the active or planning 
stages, on a specific project, such as members of the same lab. 

Not permitted: Providing an article to colleagues engaged in similar research areas but not 
engaged in or planning to begin at least one project that is clearly a collaborative or joint effort 
(except when covered by institutional subscription or where expressly permitted for authors as 
defined in their signed publication agreement “Consent to Publish and Transfer of Copyright” or 
“Instructions for Authors” appearing elsewhere on the NDPLS web site. 

Commercial use:   

Permitted use: Distribution of whole abstracts (with permission – see permissions policy) or links 
to articles through the NDPLS website (to facilitate subscription or article purchase). 

Not permitted: Distribution of articles to any for-profit agency or its members for use in research 
or development activities. Permission for distributions of this type could be allowed by SCTPLS 
with the payment of the appropriate fee; see permission policy. 

  


